CHAPTER 3 COAL MINING IN THE UNITED STATES
INTRODUCTION
In the previous chapter, general aspects of the ground-wc resource in the United States were discussed. In this chapte discussed: what it is, where it can be found, how it is mine( the hydrogeologic conditions are within major eastern coal be western coal provinces. The information will serve as backc later discussions of the relationship between coal mining anc ground-water resource.
The 100th meridian was chosen as the boundary between Eas for the purposes of this report. The distinctions between d< of coal basins (eastern United States) and coal provinces (w< United States) were made on the basis of geologic variations availability. Geologic conditions in the western region are uniform: coal occurs in younger rocks that are less deformec areally extensive. Site-specific hydrogeologic studies in c< may be more common in the West, whereas regional hydrogeolog: on a basin-by-basin level, are more common in the East.
COAL RESOURCES IN THE UNITED STATES
Coal reserves in the conterminous United States have beei into 6 coal provinces and 24 coal regions on the basis of phj and geologic similarities (Figure 3.1). Total recoverable r< coal are almost evenly divided between East and West. (Reco^ reserves are deposits that are assumed to be commercially mil virtue of seam thickness and accessibility and under known technological and legal constraints; the definition excludes underground coal gasification.) The distribution and product recoverable reserves (as of January 1, 1976) in the East and summarized in Table 3.1. On a tonnage basis, 53 percent of \ recoverable reserves are found in the West. A projection of production, based on 1977 production figures (Table 3.2) and anticipated increased demand for coal, indicates that coal mS. Hackenberry, and F.A. DeLuca (1977) Gr
